PALACE GATES TO SEVEN SISTERS RAILWAY
This three mile walk follows the route of a railway which went from Palace
Gates near Alexandra Palace in the west of the borough to Seven Sisters in
the east.

T

he railway opened in 1878 and did not close until 1963. Its route went through the
centre of Wood Green, under Westbury Avenue near Tunpike Lane, then on to West
Green. Wood Green shopping centre (The Mall) and Wood Green Library were built on
the site of the railway. Two stretches of the line have become allotments, others are
housing estates. Remains of the railway, such as embankments and bridge abutments
can be seen at various points.
To get to the starting point of the walk take the W3 bus from Wood Green or Finsbury
Park to Alexandra Palace Station (make sure you get this bus stop
because confusingly there are several bus stops with similar names
on the bus route).
The walk starts outside the listed Starting Gate pub opposite
the station. The pub, built in 1875, has had various names in
recognition of the horse racing which took place in Alexandra Park
from 1868 and continued right up to 1970. From the pub walk
down St Michaels Terrace and turn into Dorset Road, the second
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turning on the left. The site of Palace Gates station is at the end
of this street now occupied by modern houses. Although this was
the terminus the line was linked to the Hertford branch of the main line in 1929. During
the 1930s the link was occasionally used by excursion trains from Enfield and other
stations on the Hertford line on their way to Southend or Clacton. The section of line
between the station and the Hertford line in still in situ as a siding and the buffer stops
can be glimpsed through the Travis Perkins works car park at the end of Dorset Road.
Retrace your steps back down Dorset Road, cross Avenue Gardens and walk down
the steps into Park Avenue. The line ran across Avenue Gardens on a low embankment
and then crossed Park Avenue. The remains of the embankment and the bridge
abutments can still be seen.
The next section is the only part of the line which is now unused and fenced off,
enclosing what must be a rich nature reserve, designated by the council as an
ecologically valuable site. To get round it, cross Park Avenue by the pedestrian
crossing, turn left and take the first right, Wolseley Road. Continue through the
passageway into Cumberland Road and come out onto busy Station Road - the road
is named after the main line station now called Alexandra Palace and not a station on
our line. It was on this corner that our railway crossed Station Road. Modern buildings
now occupy the area but the site of the bridge can clearly be seen where the road dips.
Whilst originally the bridge only allowed clearance for single deck buses (formerly
single deck trams), only a few years before the line was closed work was carried out to
allow double deck buses to pass under the railway.
The next section is totally obliterated - it ran where Morrisons, the library and the
Wood Green shopping centre now lie - and it is necessary to walk along adjacent
streets. Turn right along Station Road and cross by the pedestrian crossing. Take the
first left, called Parkland Road although, confusingly, the old name of Caxton Road still
appears on the first house. Where Parkland Road turns sharp right continue straight
ahead along a passageway which takes you out onto the High Road almost opposite
Argos. The line crossed Wood Green High Road on a bridge (see photo overleaf) and

